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From the Chair 

Term 3 is now well underway with 431 members registered for the 
term. 

Our new tutors and new classes appear to be on track. Line dancing 
has attracted a great response, with about thirty members taking up the 
challenge. 

We are all looking forward to our end of year luncheon on 24 
November at the Riverside Golf Club. 

And good news: the Tower Café has offered all members a 
discount on purchases. 

The Wellness Centre at Mowbray is also keen to show us what they can do for older 
people, with special tailored classes for one-on-one programs. They are located at 264 
Invermay Road, with parking just outside the door. I have inspected their premises and met 
with Damien. Free morning tea is also included. 

I look forward to your participation throughout the term. 

Robert (Bob) Sievers

Who’s on Your Committee?

LSS Committee members are students and tutors too, 
and we’re here to help. 

Terence Bracken OAM  0419 891 959 Tina Pinkard  6331 5149
Trevor Curtis-Flynn  0418 327 946 Vera Roberts  0412 488 649
Michael Farrell  0439 110 513 Andrew Smith  0481 042 814
Ian Kershaw  0418 139 572 David Waters  0439 650 028
Marijke Lockwood  0408 393 446 Jennifer Williams  0405 764 291
Martin Mackowski  0408 106 967    

October 2022
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Every Wednesday during term, we show a classic movie in 
Room 4 at 12.45pm. There is no need to register but if you do, 
you will get priority seating up to the maximum of 13. 

It’s a great afternoon, and all members are welcome! 

Ian Kershaw - 0418 139 572 

Date Movie 

19 Oct 

Rabbit Proof Fence 

Starring David Gulpilil, Everly Sampi and Kenneth Branagh, 
this drama was released in 2002 and runs for 1 hour 34 minutes.

26 Oct 

Moulin Rouge 

Starring Nicole Kidman, Ewan McGregor and Richard 
Roxburgh, this musical was released in 2001 and runs for 2 

hours 8 minutes. 

2 Nov 

Water for Elephants 

Starring Reese Witherspoon, Robert Pattinson and Christoph 
Waltz, this drama was released in 2011 

and runs for 1 hour 55 minutes. 

9 Nov 

Calamity Jane 

Starring Doris Day and Howard Keel, this musical was released 
in 1955 and runs for 1 hour 37 minutes. 

16 Nov 

The Sound of Music 

Starring Julie Andrews, Christopher Plummer and Peggy Wood, 
this musical was released in 1965 
and runs for 2 hours 54 minutes. 

23 Nov 

Catch Me If You Can 

Starring Leonardo di Caprio, Tom Hanks and Christopher 
Walken, this true drama was released in 2003 

and runs for 2 hours 15 minutes. 

30 Nov 

Maudie 

Starring Sally Hawkins, Ethan Hawke and Zachary Bennett, this 
true drama was released in 2016 
and runs for 1 hour 51 minutes. 
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A Call for Models! 

Are you waiting to be immortalised if your own lifetime? 

The Portrait & Still Life class is looking for volunteers 
to pose for them. So, if you have a couple of hours free 
on a Wednesday afternoon, they would love to see you. 
As a thank you, the portraits are offered to the sitter. 
Here is a sample of the portraits of volunteer David 
Howick, this term. 

If you can help out, please contact Diana Diffey on 0410 447 099 or Bruce Irwin on 0419 
116 344. 

The Association of Independent Retirees 

‘The Association of Independent Retirees (A.I.R.) Limited is 
a volunteer organisation working to advance and protect the 
interests and independent lifestyle of Australians aged 50+ who are, or plan to be, fully or 
partly self-funded in retirement.’ 

‘The Association is a national not-for-profit organisation formed in 1990. A.I.R. does not 
support any one political party but works towards ensuring all parties recognise the issues 
that are important to retirees.’

The Launceston branch meets regularly and enjoys talks from quality speakers. Their 
monthly magazine ‘airWAVES’ is full of interesting and helpful information. 

To learn more about A.I.R. generally, or if you are thinking of joining, just go to the A.I.R.
website. Queries can be directed to the TAS Director, Cynthia Wagner on 0499 438 787, or 
by email to: airnorthtas@gmail.com. 

Used Stamps 

Did you know that your used postage stamps can benefit overseas missions? 
There is no need to steam them off the envelope, simply cut around them and 
drop them into the office! 

Tech support at Landale Street

Trevor does a great job providing technical support for the classes that 
run at Landale Street (Science, Gardening group and Tasmanian 
Experiences). However, if any of our tech-savvy members would like 
to help out in this area, he would be very grateful to have your 
assistance. Classes run on Fridays with a set-up time of 8.30am. 

Please contact Vicki at the office on 6334 4007 or by email to: admin@lss.org.au
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The Beginnings of the Launceston School for Seniors Inc. 
by Betty Laverty - Part 3 - The Busy Years 

Firstly, I need to correct the last paragraph of Part 2 (one should never check their own 
work). The decision re the rezoning of 8 High Street was announced in late 1999. 

In the 2000s we were lucky that Barry Lumley, a very forward-thinking person, joined the 
school. His first job when he joined was to MC the 20th Anniversary Dinner, which was held 
at the Casino and was attended by Mr Justice Cox and his wife Sue Napier MHA (Leader of 
the Opposition), and John Lees (who was then Mayor of Launceston) and his wife. John 
Lees unfortunately died not long after this function – not that it had anything to do with the 
dinner. At the Dinner the first Life Membership was given, and the recipient was Norma 
Pointing, who along with Robert Walden was one of the first tutors of the school. Some of 
the original members were also there. 

June Lucas was our chair at this time, an office in which she served for two years. After this 
John Hope took the chair with Barry Lumley as his vice-chair. John and Barry spent many 
hours seeing people and trying to improve the premises at 8 High Street. There had been a 
number of plans made that did not come to fruition. 

One such plan was to move to the old Wellington Square School site (for those who do not 
know where that is – it is the small building on the corner of Paterson and Wellington 
Streets). After much to and froing plans were drawn up with a purpose-built construction in 
the carpark off Wellington Street (the site is now occupied by the Drysdale Campus). So, 
another plan did not go ahead. 

When David Bartlett was Premier, he met with the executive of the School for Seniors. A 
plan had been drawn up previously to include facilities for both Adult Education and the 
School for Seniors – each to have their own office at the front of the building with smaller 
rooms all around, and a big hall in the middle of the building for dancing, meetings and other 
big classes. This was another plan that did not go ahead. (The Premier announced 
emphatically that there would be no more buildings in the railway yard site and now it is full 
of buildings with student accommodation and the new UTAS Library, with ideas to erect 
other parts for UTAS. I do wonder what he thinks now!) 

So, it was back to the ‘drawing board’. A meeting was convened with Nick McKim, who was 
the then Minister for Education, the seventh to be approached. He was most impressed and 
said at the time that he wished they had something like the School for Seniors in Melbourne, 
so his mother could attend! McKim allocated $700,000 to the school for improvements, 
which we all enjoy today. There was much consultation with the architect which resulted in 
our moving out of High Street at the end of 2013 and starting 2 weeks late in March 2014. 



LSS Newsletter – October 2022  Page 5 

… to be continued 
Launceston Wellness Centre 

Damien Ryan, the Wellness Centre Co-ordinator, is reaching out to groups in the community 
to let people know about the centre and what they can offer in the way of services. 

The centre offers a variety of low impact exercise classes and will be embarking on social 
events each week, to offer a cuppa and a chat, and have an interesting speaker as a guest. 

If you are interested in finding out more about the centre and what it can offer you, please 
phone Damien Ryan on 0408 865 725. He will be happy to hear from you and let you know 
how they can help you to stay healthy and active by exercising at their centre. Parking is not 
a problem and classes are held each weekday, for older members of the community. 
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Invitation to All Members 

On Thursday 24 November we will be holding our annual 

End of Year Luncheon 
Riverside Golf Club 

12.00pm for 12.30pm 

$37.50 per person 

A two-course meal will be offered: 

Roast turkey and ham 
Atlantic salmon & hollandaise sauce 

Roast lamb 
All meals served with fresh veggies 

Plum pudding and brandy sauce 
Orange cheesecake 

Self-serve tea and coffee 

Entertainment will be provided by our own members: 
The ukulele class will perform, the singing class will perform, 

and we will liven things up with some line dancing. 
In addition, musician / comedian Peter Lyall will split our sides! 

Patron Don Wing AM is our guest for the day 

Get a group together and enjoy yourselves! 

Bookings at the LSS Office by 15 November. 

The Tower Café, across the road from 8 High Street, has been closed 
for some time but has now reopened under new management. They 
have offered all our members a 10% discount on purchases. To receive 
this discount, you just need to wear your LSS name tag. 
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Justices of the Peace

If you are a Justice of the Peace, please consider letting Vicki know. 
Vicki will keep a list of all LSS Justices of the Peace for when there 
is a need to witness a signature or certify a document. 

City Park Radio

Trevor and Ian continue to provide information and music at City Park Radio 103.7FM in half hour
sessions for ‘School’s Out’ presentation. 

Ode to Plurals
(as handed out to the members of the Fun with Words class) 

We’ll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes, 
But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes. 

One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese, 
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese. 
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice. 

Yet the plural of house is houses not hice. 

If the plural of man is always called men, 
Why shouldn’t the plural of pan be called pen? 
If I speak with my foot and show you my feet, 

And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, 

Why shouldn’t the plural of booth be called beeth? 

Then one may be that, and three would be those, 
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose. 

And the plural of cat is cats, not cose. 
We speak of a brother and also of brethren, 

But though we say mother, we never say methren. 
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him, 

But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim! 
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Just for Fun – Word Search! 

Kitchen Tools Magic Show

Big DogsDiagrams
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Just for Fun - Crosswords! 
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Easy Moderate

Hard Diabolical

Sudoku


