
LSS Newsletter – August 2022  Page 1 

Launceston School for Seniors 

Patron: The Honourable Don Wing A.M. 
 8 High Street, Launceston |  PO Box 903, Launceston, 7250 
 (03) 6334 4007 |  www.lss.org.au | @ admin@lss.org.au

Chair: Robert Sievers | Vice-Chair: Liza Snow 
    Secretary: Carol Titmus | Treasurer: Carmel Coombs 

Editor: Penny Garnsworthy 

From the Chair 

Term 2 is quickly running down, with our final term for 2022 commencing 
September 26. Registrations this term have now reached 414 which is a 
great achievement for mid-term, well done! And both new classes have 
been well attended. 

We are all looking forward to next term with another new class, Line 
Dancing. This has a limit of 10 so get in quick. 

Our database update is gradually coming to conclusion with lots of work done by our UMAS 
team. The end of year Luncheon on 24 November is in the planning stage and will be 
finalised by our next newsletter. 

Our traditional tutors’ meeting and light luncheon will be on 22 September, and because of 
costings we can only cater for those tutors who register in advance. If you are attending 
please advise Vicki before end of term. 

Thanks to all our members for your support throughout the term. 

Robert (Bob) Sievers

Who’s on Your Committee?

LSS Committee members are students and tutors too, 
and we’re here to help. 

Terence Bracken OAM  0419 891 959 Tina Pinkard  6331 5149
Trevor Curtis-Flynn  0418 327 946 Vera Roberts  0412 488 649
Michael Farrell  0439 110 513 Andrew Smith  0481 042 814
Ian Kershaw  0418 139 572 David Waters  0439 650 028
Marijke Lockwood  0408 393 446 Jennifer Williams  0405 764 291
Martin Mackowski  0408 106 967    

August 2022
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Every Wednesday during term, we show a classic movie in 
Room 4 at 12.45pm. There is no need to register but if you do, 
you will get priority seating up to the maximum of 13. It’s a great 
afternoon and all members are welcome! Our last sessions for 
this term are below. 

Ian Kershaw - 0418 139 572 

Date Movie 

17 
August 

A Fish Called Wanda 
In London, four very different people team up on a jewel heist, then try 
to double-cross one another for the loot, complicated by their efforts to 
fool a very proper barrister. Starring John Cleese, Jamie Lee Curtis 
and Kevin Kline, this comedy was released in 1988 and runs for 1hr 
48mins. 

24 
August 

Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe 
A housewife who is unhappy with her life befriends an old lady at a 
nursing home and is enthralled by the tales she tells of people she 
used to know. Starring Kathy Bates, Jessica Tandy and Mary Stuart 
Masterson, this drama/comedy was released in 1991 and runs for 2hr 
10mins.

A Call for Models! 

Are you waiting to be immortalised if your own lifetime? 

The Portrait & Still Life class is looking for volunteers 
to pose for them. So, if you have a couple of hours free 
on a Wednesday afternoon, they would love to see you. 
As a thank you, the portraits are offered to the sitter. 
Here is a sample of the portraits of volunteer David 
Howick, this term. 

If you can help out, please contact Diana Diffey on 0410 447 099 or Bruce Irwin on 0419 
116 344. 

A Senior’s Version of FACEBOOK 

For those of my generation who do not, and cannot, comprehend why Facebook exists: I 
am trying to make friends outside of Facebook while applying the same principles. 

Therefore, every day I walk down the street and tell passers-by what I have eaten, how I 
feel at the moment, what I have done the night before, what I will do later and with whom. I 
give them pictures of my family, my dog and of me gardening, taking things apart in the 
garage, watering the lawn, standing in front of landmarks, driving around town, having lunch, 
and doing what anybody and everybody does every day. I also listen to their conversations, 
give them ‘thumbs up’ and tell them I ‘like’ them. And it works just like Facebook. 

I already have four people following me: two police officers, a private investigator and a 
psychiatrist. 
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The Beginnings of the Launceston School for Seniors Inc. 
by Betty Laverty - Part 2 - The Turbulent Years 

From 1990, many Meetings were held as to the continuation of the school and in planning a 
constitution. As a result of these meetings, which were held in a hall in Mulgrave Street, the 
School was registered in December 1995. 

In 1996 the head of the Education Department decided that the School for Seniors was no 
longer part of that Department. An open meeting was held in the Windmill Hill Hall with a 
considerable number of School for Seniors members in attendance. Neil Robson had been 
called in to facilitate the meeting, as he was neutral person. Looking back on this meeting, 
it can only be described as a vicious set of circumstances, almost coming to blows at one 
stage.  

So, the School became autonomous, and we needed to hire rooms at a very low rental. The 
rental agreement was only a page and a half long; nothing like the agreements now of 28 or 
more pages. 

Matters settled down after that upheaval with a committee taking over the running of the 
school - a total of fifteen members made up of four executive and eleven committee 
members (as it still is) with each person having their own portfolio to deal with. The chairman 
at that time was Sam Taylor, who was a force to be reckoned with. 

Then in 1998/99 an effort was made by a private individual to try to purchase No. 8 High 
Street. So, another upheaval ensued. This private individual tried to get the land on which 
the school sits rezoned for private use. But it was found that the land on which the school 
sits was registered for education purposes only. Talk about ‘grey power’ coming to the fore 
– over 600 people signed petitions for the matter to stay as it was. 

Several public meetings had been held with the final meeting at the Pilgrim Hall. We held 
our breath until the decision was announced late in 1990 that the land was to stay as 
educational. There was a big sigh of relief that our school would be able to continue. Our 
chairman at that time was Harold Lord. 

… to be continued 

Used Stamps 

Did you know that your used postage stamps can benefit overseas missions? 
There is no need to steam them off the envelope, simply cut around them and 
drop them into the office!
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Flinders Island Tour 
Monday 9 to Wednesday 11 January 2023 

During our three (3) full day visit to Flinders Island, we are in for a great time! We will 
experience the pristine beaches and impressive granite mountains and have a chance to 
view the local wildlife. Other highlights include: 

Cameron’s Inlet Killiecrankie Castle Rock
Whitemark Lady Baron Allports Beach
Wybalenna Chapel Trousers Point … and more!
Vinegar Hill Badger Corner
Yellow Beach Palana

We will fly Launceston to Whitemark return with Sharp Airlines and stay for two nights at the 
Furneaux Tavern. James Luddington, an experienced tour guide, will look after all our other 
needs as we experience the island together. 

Travel Details: 

Monday 9 January 2023 
 7.15am Depart Glenara Lakes (parking on the lawn, left hand side) 
 8.00am Fly from Launceston to Flinders Island, arriving 8.35am 
Wednesday 11 January 2023 
 4.55pm Fly from Flinders Island to Launceston, arriving at 5.30pm 

Cost of $1,690.00 per person includes: 

 Return flights  Three (3) lunches
 Coach transfers  Morning or afternoon teas
 Entry fees to attractions  Two (2) dinners
 Two (2) cooked breakfasts  Accommodation twin share or double 

- single room supplement is $130.00

Bookings can be made at the office from 9.00am to 12.00pm any weekday, from the start of 
Term 3, and a deposit of $250.00 will be required at the time of booking (cash, cheque or 
EFTPOS). Final payments need to be made by 11 November 2022 and as always, refunds 
depend upon our financial commitment at that time. Please direct any enquiries to Trevor 
Curtis-Flynn on 0418 327 946. 

Please note: seats are limited to 16 people, so book early! 
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Keep the date 

The LSS Christmas luncheon will be held on Thursday 24 
November at the Riverside Golf Club. More details will be 
available next newsletter. 

LSS Annual Magazine

Work on the 2022 School Magazine has commenced and we are keen to receive 
contributions from as many of our members as possible: 

 Articles (with photos) about class activities 
 Short stories and poetry 
 Photographs taken within the class environment (wherever that is) 
 Book reviews from book discussion groups 
 Articles (with photos) about LSS members 
 Photos of art and craft produced in class 
 Member achievements with photos (can be outside of LSS) 
 Travel articles around Australia with photos 

Please email your contribution by 9 September 2022 to: admin@lss.org.au, or to Tina: 
tinapinkard53@gmail.com or Penny: pgarnsworthy@outlook.com, or bring your contribution 
to the Office between 9.00am and 12.30pm Monday to Friday. 

Tech support at Landale Street

Trevor does a great job providing technical support for the classes that run at Landale Street 
(Science, Gardening group and Tasmanian Experiences). 

However, if any of our tech-savvy members would like to help out in this area, he would be 
very grateful to have your assistance. Classes run on Fridays with a set-up time of 8.30am. 

Please contact Vicki at the office on 6334 4007 or by email to: admin@lss.org.au

Mah-jong

We have good news – we have found a tutor for this very popular 
class! In Term 3, Mah-jong will be held on Fridays from 11.00am 
to 3.00pm in Room 2, with a break for lunch. 

Although this class will not be listed in the Course Booklet for 
Term 3, it will be on the website when you book on-line. 
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Justices of the Peace

If you are a Justice of the Peace, please consider letting Vicki know. 
Vicki will keep a list of all LSS Justices of the Peace for when there 
is a need to witness a signature or certify a document. 

German for Beginners 

The current German class is aimed at those with some 
knowledge of the language and beginners could find this 
challenging. If you know of anyone who could teach a 
beginners’ class, please have them contact Vicki. Danke! 

St. John Ambulance First Aid Course

St. John Ambulance Tasmania provides a wide range of first aid courses that 
give you the skills, knowledge and confidence to successfully treat common 
injuries, and possibly save a life. 

The courses, many of which are nationally accredited, are delivered by 
qualified professional first aid trainers. St. John Ambulance Tasmania delivers 
nationally recognised training in partnership with St. John Ambulance Australia 
Inc. (RTO88041). 

The cost per person for a 2-day course in a group of 10 people is $225. To keep up to date 
with first aid training you need to do the course every 3 years; to stay up to date with current 
CPR practice, you should do the CPR course every year. The cost for the CPR- only course 
is $65. Please contact Vicki if you are interested in participating in a course. 
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City Park Radio

Trevor and Ian continue to provide information and music at City Park Radio 103.7FM in half hour
sessions for “School’s Out” presentation. 

School Website

Work is continuing on updating the school website to make it 
more appealing and interesting. In particular, we would like to 
have photos of school activities to include in a picture gallery on 
the home page. 

We are also calling for expressions of interest in being part of a working group of members 
with expertise in this area. Please contact Vicki if you would like to be involved in this project. 

Plastic Bottle Tops

Unfortunately, there is now no outlet for plastic bottle top collection. The 
CD Centre has advised that there is no recycling facility for dealing with 
this type of waste material. 

School Calendars

The photography group which previously produced the beautiful 
calendars we have been used to buying for Christmas gifts has 
decided to cut back this year, and will only produce two, or possibly 
three, calendars. 

It was suggested that one might be made up of contributions from 
the school’s art classes and another of people in the Tasmanian 
landscape (e.g., from the bushwalkers). Please send your 
photographic contributions to Vicki.
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Just for Fun – Word Search! 

It’s All Good Shapes

Comic SoundsMinerals
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Just for Fun - Crosswords! 
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Easy Moderate

Hard Diabolical 

Sudoku


